OUTLINE OF SEPTA/ECHO/COMMUNITY PARTNER PROGRAMS IN PLEASANTVILLE

Updated January 7th, 2010
OUR COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP MISSION:

The Pleasantville SEPTA, PHS ECHO and their many community based business and civic partners have collaborated to create a wide range of community based experience programs for all students to participate in, regardless of their ability or disability. 
Current programs include:


MT PLEASANT AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAMS:
Middle School Program : Mondays through Thursday

2:45 to 4:45 from November through March.

NEW Elementary School Program: Tuesdays & Thursdays from 3pm to 5pm, from October through March.
Over the last several years, hundreds of middle school students have participated in this daily after school program, which is open to all students regardless of ability or disability. 
The program was honored last year with the Westchester Library Association 2009 School/Public Library Cooperation Award and received a generous grant.
This fall, this program will be expanded (starting on 10/20) to include homework help for 1st through 4th graders in the Children's Room. ECHO CISP support is available for these programs. (see below for details)
Both programs offer homework help, board games and video games, and use of 6 laptops, which were donated by Westchester County (Many thanks to Rep John Nonna for his help on this donation) The program is currently supported and managed by our high school community services students from the ECHO club.
CISP & VIP PROGRAM:
In addition to the library based program, ECHO has also launched a community based individual support program. 25 ECHO students have completed applications to participate and will have disability awareness training on 10/21. This training will be provided by school district special ed. staff.
Philosophically, this program has been created to provide 1:1 support or any disabled student interested in participating in a community experience: after school programs, religious programs, scouting, sports, etc. 

NORTH EAST RECREATION PROGRAM AT Bedford Rd School
SEPTA/ECHO AND North East recreation have collaborated again to offer social and recreation opportunities to elementary school students at the Bedford Road School. The program is offered on Tuesday afternoon’s and charges a small fee. 
In February, this program will be expanded to include middle school students. This program is primarily supported by high school students who are also disabled who are also ECHO club members.

PLEASANTVILLE HIGH SCHOOL INTERNSHIP PROGRAM: Over 30 community based vocational and pre-vocational opportunities are available to all high school students, with individualized support provided to students who need that additional guidance to fully participate and benefit from these experiences. 


